ESTABLISHING EXPERIENCE OF DOMESTIC OR FAMILY VIOLENCE
Under the Residential Tenancies Act 1999

A tenant or other occupant who has experienced DFV can establish that
experience by the tenant providing the landlord or NTCAT with a copy of:
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A court DVO as defined in section 4 of
the Domestic and Family Violence
Act 2007.

An injunction under
section 68B(1)(a) r (b) or 114(1)(a) of
the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth).

A certificate in the approved form
provided by a person with an
occupation prescribed by regulation.
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On their own, none of these documents conclusively establish that a victim survivor has experienced DFV.
They are documents stating a particular order has been made by a court, or the opinion of a particular person
based on the information before them.

A victim survivor is re-traumatised every time they have to prove they are a victim of DFV.
Requiring a victim survivor to retell their story every time they seek protection is generally viewed as further
perpetuating the DVF they are seeking protection from.

To protect the victim survivor from further risk:

v v

Court DVOs as defined in section 4 of
the Domestic and Family Violence
Act 2007.

An injunction under section 68B(1)(a) or (b) or

i Certificates in the approved form
114(1)(a) of the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth).

provided by a person with an
occupation prescribed by regulation.
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Are all deemed to conclusively establish the victim tenant or other occupant has experienced DFV.
This deeming does not unequivocally prove DFV.

This deeming prevents the experience of DFV being challenged.

Victim tenants (and other occupants) are then able to access:
¢ streamlined process for immediate termination of a victim tenant’s interest in a tenancy;
e protections for liability for breaches of a tenancy agreement due to DFV;
e protections on listings on tenancy databases.

Certificates
include:

Occupation prescribed by regulation: in the approved form will

¢ a health practitioner who practices in the

medical or psychology professions under

the Health Practitioner Regulation
National Law;
ea social worker with a qualification

endorsed or accredited by the Australian
Association of Social Workers;

¢ a police officer;

e an Australian legal practitioner;

e a person in charge of a domestic violence
support service.

e the name and occupation of the person
completing the form;

¢ the name of the person who experienced
the DFV; and

e a statement that the person completing
the form is, based on the information they
have before them, satisfied that the
person they are completing the form for
experienced DFV.




